Six TORRANCE HERALD

DECEMBER 22, 1957

EDITORIALS

Knowland’s Speech

Although fhe gathering was non-partisan in purpose

and character, Sen. William F. 'Knowland gave his 1

isteners

at a Redondo Beach banquet Wednesday evening a sample
of the kind of forceful speaking Californians can expect in

the next general election campaign.

The occasion was the gathering of civie leaders in the
arca to pay tribute to the senator, Congressman C ecil B,
King and others who had a part in securing funas for the

development of the small boat harbor.

Sen, Knowland kept his remarks non-partisan and even

praised his De

mocratic colleagues in congress who have

worked with him on anything of vital interest to this state,

Expr ’
listeners that what is good
is good fo

essing his love for California, the senator reminded h‘is
¥ 1 for any one section of California
 the rest of the state. He placed the new King

harbor in his category of improvements in which all the

slate benefited,

Speaking encouragingly, for our inlcrua‘lional situation,
the candidate for governor asserted tha'l ‘“the slrenf_;lh of
America is not in its Army, Navy and Air Ft?rce but in ttw
freedom of the people, Human freedom will always win

out over tyranny.”

Sen, Knowland always impresses his li.sleuurs with .a
degree of sincerity seldom achl.eved by public sp)eakexf. !hs
reputation for forthright spl‘ﬂkl!\['l. his \{mrelen!mg de.\(.):;m"
to principle and his confident, virile delivery will be reckon-

Mg factors in next year's campaign,

Bond Fulure Dims

An Indcation that school districts may be heading into
rougher times in the matter of gaining volerl approval of
bond issues was contaired in a report compiled recently

for the California Taxpuayers’ /

The report shov.ed that Californians approved 500 nf.
the 629 school hond proposals for a total ix\debletlxless of
$496,500,000 while turning down bonds for $108,000,000.

during the past two years.

However, during the 1956-57 fiscal year, voters in nine
California counties, including Los Angeles county, turned

down more bond pro

, dolla

e. than they approved

During that tinte, school districts in the, county turned

down 18 of 40 bond proposals totaling $4

.000. The

previous year 25 bond proposals were approved without a

single failure,

"\'.u|('1's are becoming increasingly. aware of the total
fax burden they are called upon to assume-—not only for
schools but for all other governmental purposes.” E. Max-
well Benton, schools consultant for the group said.

“If California is to provide adequate funds for its mush-
rooming school population, school building programs should
be planned with care and with a view toward economy,” he

concluded,

AFTER HOURS by John Morley
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YOUR PROBLEMS by Ann Landers

A Ring For Her Nose, Too

Dear Ann: I'm a widower
with a teenage daughter. I'm
thinking seriously of marry-
ing a divorcgd woman w
three children. She ins
sell my little home which is
only 11 minutes from work
and  four blocks from my
daughter’s school,

She has a place in the coun-
try all picked ‘out. and says
she MUST have a garden, The
country place is too fancy for
me and would mean a long
ride to and from the office,
which I would hate.

My daughter cries when-
ever | mention the possibility
of moving. She wants 1o
graduate with her friends be-
cause she's gone all through
with them. She's a junior in
high school at present.

The lady is a fine house-
keeper and attractive, I'm
very lonesome for the com-

are

panionship of a woman. She
she will not marry me
ss | see this her way.
When I asked her to at least
move into my home until the
girl graduates she said “abso-
lutely not.” Shall 1 give in?
Yale '37.

Il you give in, you may as
well get (wo rings—one (or
her finger and one for your
nose.

Your reasons for not want-
ing to move into the country
valid and sound. Any
woman who can't see tlhiis is
thinking only of herself.

‘The fact that she's so un-
willing to compromise is
pretty good evidence that she
would he tough to live with.
The advice from here is to
cast ahout for someone who
is as lonesome for compan-
ionship as you are, Dad—and

Zhukov's Abrupt Dismissal Probed

While T was waiting to sce
Marshal Zhukov in Moscow
before his dismissal by the
Communist party, one of his
aides in the office might
have provided the key for
his demotion. He said that
“since Marghal Zhukov's re-
turn to Moscow from his
Stalin exile in Odessa, 1946-
1953, no political commissars
were allowed in the Russian
army.” We believe this to be
the main reason for his dis-
missal. Here are the back-
ground facts as we uncovered
them inside Russia recently:

In 1946 Stalin demoted
Zhukov by assigning him to
an unimportant post in Odes-

. sa, at the height of his popu-

larity with the Russian peo-
ple after the war,

The Russian masses, and

the Russian army, hold a
hero worship for the man who
successfully defended Moscow
and Leningrad from the
Nazi onslaughts.
. The name “Zhukov" was
then, and is now, the most
popular and respected name
in Russia. Stalin respected
Zhukov's military genius, buf
‘he was afraid that his popu-
larity would lead to a military
dictatorship. So he got him
oul of the limelight by send-
ing him to Odessa and per-
.mitting no mention of him in
the Soviet press. Zhukov re-
mained in his distant post
until Stalin’s death in March,
1953,

n

Most of the Russian people
we talked to in different parts
of the Soviet union believe
that Stalin' was murdered by
Laventi Beria, late director
of the Soviet Security police
(secret police).

There is one important fact
that gives considerable cre-
dence to this popular belief.

. Beria was the first to know

of Stalin’s death, as he had
surrounded the villas and
dachas of top Communists
“with his security police, un-
der the pretense of “protec-

rpersuade  Zhukov

" pay

tion.” In reality Beria became
the dictator of Russia for a

precious 48 hou All the
power of the Soviet union
was in his hands for this

short time,

The pro-Stalinists, headed
Molotov, and the anti-Stalin-
ists, headed by Kaganovigh
(Khrushchev was not in the
picture at that time). were
fighting for leadership, and
finally compromised on
Georgi Malenkov to succeed
Stalin as premier. But in
order to do this they had to
get rid of Beria. So they seni
a secret courier to Odessa to
to return
to Moscow and use his popu-
larity to oust Beria,

Zhukov agreed under two
conditions: 1. Dismissal of all
political commissars from the
Russian army . . | and 2.
high compensation of Russian
army personnel.

The Communists agreed
and all political - commissars
were recalled and the army
began receiving the highest
in the world. For  in-
stance, a private in the Rus-
sian army prior to this was
receiving $50 per month, His
pay was increased to $300
per month, the highest pay
for a private of any army in
the world. A private in the
U.S. is paid about $150 per
month, A five-star general in
the U. 8, army receives about
$16,000 a year , . . while a
five-star general in Russia re:
celves $100,000 - $150,000 a
year, depending upon ‘his
decorations,

A 23 7

Zhurkov succeeded in ar-
resting Beria and the Com-
munists tried him for trea-
son and had him shot to death
together with thousands of
his security police liouime-
ants, This ¢liminated the
physical power of the sgecurs
ity police and left the Rus-
slan army with the only arm-

ament power over the Com-
munists,

The security police was
actually a uniformed army of
some 500,000 men with tanks,
jets, gung, etc., not just plain-
clothes agents working in
secret. The bulk of the secur+

< ity police was maintained to

protect the Communist party
from harm. Obviously the
harm could only have come
from the Russian army with
the only physical power to
depose them, [

In: addition, they assigned
political commissars inside
the army to spy for the Com-
munist party against any ef-
fort to overthrow them. After
the army purges of 1937,
Stalin had installed an effec-
tive organization of commis-
sars inside the army, with in-
formers in every branch of
the service down to.the priv:

ate level The Communists *

have always known that the
Russian army was the leas!
dependable unit inside Russia
and they made every effort
to neutralize or control its
power,

Like Stalin, Khruschevy
could not condoné the popu-
larity of Zhukov as a national
leader. Worse still, Zhukoy
and the Russian army with
the commissars out of their
hair held the only physical
power inside Russia, which
was like a club over the heads
of the Communist party
Zhukov no doubt realized his
power and on various occa-
sions publicly embarrassed
party functionaries by his
sltatements,

A d '3 ¥

Zhukoy never had any
stomach for the Communist
party and showed it, He was
not a party . His wife,

‘available

‘Boss

in Moscow, he had army offi-
cers occupying the bes! s
at ballets and, sports stadi-
ums. Army personnel had
priorities and advantages not
to party function-

no payment of

like

It is our opinion that we
have not heard the last of
Marshal Zhukov, or the Rus-
sian army. After freeing it-
self of the political commis-
sars, the army is not likely
1o accept them again. After
riding the crest of popular
acclaim, the army is not go-
ing to sit by and watch this
advantage deteriorate. Parly
Nikita Khrushchev is
supreme at. the moment, but
within 60 seconds of any nio-
ment Khrushchev and his co-
conspirators might well be
hanging at the gallows. "The
Sputniks are only a cover-up
for something bigger inside
Russia.

Politically and economical-
Iy Communism is bankrupt
inside the Iron Curtain in
spite of its achievements in
outer space. Like one Russian
ader said to me in R
‘We can't eat Sputni
This statement has a double
meaning, for the word Ysput-
nik™ in the Russian language
means, “fellow traveler” .
and “fellow traveler” implies
a “Communist.” So the Ros-
tov citizen's statement could
mean that, “we can't cat L}
ellites or Communist prom-
ises, or both.” \

IUs the first remark of its
Kind we have ever heard in
our 26 years of covering the
Iron Curtain, When taken at
Its tace value it spells real

a8 w Christian, openly attend-
ed church in defiance of the
party custom not o permit
wives of prominent leaders o
be seen in church Zhukov
went abroad without consult-
ing the party., When we were

trouble for Parly Bogss
Khrushchey . real trouble,
Because of this and ofher

partystatements we heard in-
side Russia recently, this ro-
portertis of the opinion that
Khrushehev's days are num.
bered. The next few months
should tell,

is willing to prove it by meel-
ing you halfway. (How lone-
some can you get?)

A gl

Dear Ann: I'm a woman 27
and my husband is 28, We've
been married two years and
each divorced our mates so
we could marry each other.
We met in the office and we
both thought this was The
Greal Love Affair of the Cen-
tury.

My husband is selfish,
domineering, inconsiderate,
and demanding. He says [ am
the same. On the plus side,
he's a good provider, doesn't
smoke, drink, or gamble, and
has no interest in other wom-
en. He has also. kept his
promise o walk the dog
every night.

He's the worlds biggest
complainer about trifles
which makes me so nervous
I could scream. Can you help
me? | didn’t know of these
annoying faults until after
we were married-—Vergo.

They never do, Honey. This
is what is meant when they
say love is blind. (It's also
deaf, and sometimes rather
dumb,) °

Your hushand may be the
world’s biggest complainer,
hut you do pretty well in the
complaint department your-
self. You two ought to take
each other to a marriage
counselor_ and find out what
havnened to The Great Love
Affair of the Century. Your

‘hushand may he a hit of a

lemon—hut you aren’f exact-
Iy a jamboree Yyourself.

Dear Ann: I'm a girl 16
with a great big problem, I'm
the oldest of tive children,
‘The baby is 2. My Mother and
Dad like to go out several
nights a week and I have to
stay at home and take care
of the kids.

I don't mind on school
nights because I wouldn't be
going out anyway. but on Fri-
day and Saturday. I think I
should he able to accept a
show date or go to a school
party if I am asked, My par-
ay my obligation to the
family comes first and that

I'm selfish to put my desires ‘

for a good time first.

I'm not a wild girl, Ann. I
do most of (he ironing, and 1
cook the supper and do the
dishes every night, I've al.
's lelped Mom with fhe
kids, but I think now that I'm
alder I am entitled to a so-
cial life of my own. Can you
help me?—Violef.

I hone 50 hecause — vou
need it, Your Mom and Dad
aren't beine fair when thev
expect a l16-vear-old #irl to
be a constant sitter for her
young hrothers and sisters
while they live it un several
nights during the week,

Of course vou have an ob-
lieation to help, hut you're
doing more than vour share,
And vone mothar was an ohlj-
antian g arnent YN resnon.
sibittiag and not chant thom
Off o0 how oldast danahtar,

Shaw (hig column fa Vaoth,
o A vha i yansonahle, she'll
coonerate

() 185 Kkl Eutarpiises, Ing

FROM OUR MAILBOX By Our Readers

Airport Discussion Grows

Editor, Torrance Herald:

1 want to comment on the
recent article that appeared
in The Torrance HERALD in
regards to the airport menace
(Letters to Editor; Dec. 12),

The airport is not a menace
and is nol as dangerous as
the automobile, trucks, and
bicycles that ply the streets
of Torrance, 1 feel 100 per
cent safer flying my danger-
ous airplane than trying to
fight my way through city
traffic and risking an auto-
mobile accident every time I
drive, It's terrible—somebody
should do something about it.

The' statistics have proven
that air travel is far safer
than the car, bus, and, YES,
the bicycle. There are more
persons killed and maimed
on the bicycle than in any
kind of commercial or private
airplane travel.

Also, it is a fact that over
80 per cent of the airplanes
at Torrance) are owned by

‘persons who live in Torrance,
Redondo, Hermosa, Palos

Verdes, San Pedro, and Wil-,

mington areas.

To add it all up, the air-
port has played a large part
in the growth of your com-
munity, and is not free-riding
as {he letter implied.

As I have slated before, the
airport is moge' than paying
its way. It has never received
any of the taxpayers’ money
in improvements. Any im-
provements that have been
made at the airport came out
of the prolits the city has re-
ceived from the airport.

Also, the city of Torrance
has 1o maintain the airport

as an airport, or it reverts ,

to the federal government,

The so-called nuisance of
airplanes flying overhead will
not diminish because of the
loss of one airport. People
should realize that airplanes
are here to stay.

Which do you want —— a
source of income slipping
through your fingers and
converted into a military field
barred from public use, or an
airport that helps the city of
Torrance pay its way and
therefore lessening the bur-
den on the already, overbur-
dened taxpayer?

DONALD I.. MILLER,
614 W. 232nd St.
Torrance

Business as Usual
Editor, Torrance Herald:

At its regular meeting on
Dec, 10, T requested the Tor-
rance city council to stop
practice flying at the airport
on Christmas and New Year's.
The council agreed to ask
that my request be posted on
the field but'did not take any
other action.

It does seem to me that we
should be' entitled to a two-
day respite from the airplane
noise. After all. we've had
this nuisance all, day and

every day for the past year
and in about two months they
expect to put on a night shift.

After the council meeting
two city officials told me that
the council could not stop the
planes because the land be-
longs to the federal govern-
ment and because they have
no control over a plane once
it is in the air. So, it looks
like business as usual on
these two days unless the pi-
lots themselves decide to give
us a break. From past experi-
ence, I do not expect much
cooperation.

The important thing, how-
ever, was the admission that
the city has no control over
the airport. This is certainly
a potent argument for voting
the city out of the airport
business. Does it make any
sense to you that the city
should spend money on land
that it. does not own, to at-
tract planes over which it has
no control? I read in the
paper just last “week that
there was a need for more
psychiatrists out here. We
can understand that people
will do anything for money
but the thing becomes® puz-
zling when we know that this
operation just about makes
expenses, 5

Of interest at the meeting
was a preview of thé taxi
strip lights that are planned
for the makeshift night land-
ing arrangement. They are
these little blinkers that are
5o hard to see on the streei
barricades. Heard' a rumor
that they had considered
uging candles for the job—
probably ‘a gross exaggera-
tion,

The airport manager would
not permit night operation
because of the unsafe light-
ing. I believe that is why he
is being forced out. Now pi-
lots who cannot ‘even find
the field in daylight are to
be permitied to attempt night
landings under conditions
that an expérienced man con-
sidered to be dangerous (in-
adequate landing lights and
temporary blinkers that be-
long on street barricades).

You may ask your favorite
lawyer, but I think this puts
the city in an indefensible
position. Operation under
these conditions means an ac-
cident; and an accident under
these conditions means a
lawsuit.

No one can understand this
sudden rush to have night
landings at the field When
the vote on the' bond issue
clearly showed that the voter
had no desire to increase the
activity at the airport.

We in Lomita have no vote
on this issue, but please pre-
vent night landings until safe,
permanent lights have been
installed.

VINCENT LECHNER,
2442 W, 254th St.
Lomita

THE FREELANCER by Tom Rische

Confessions of a Peeping Toni_

I confess. I'm the guy who
usually gets the answers for
the HERALD's “Penny for
Your Thoughts” column.
That's why I'm sometimes
,called “Peeping Tom.”

Gelting the answers for
such a column is an interest-
ing process but it comes up
with some surprises some-
times too. Like the guy that
I asked to ‘‘contribute” an
opinion to the column. He
huffily informed me that he'd
already contributed enough
to charity and marched off.
I've since dropped the expres-
sion, “contribute.” §

As the result of talking
with a cross-section of Tor-
rance's population on sub-
jects ranging from "Should
children be spanked?” to
“What does Sputnik mean?",
I come up with a few con-
clusions abolit the state of (he
public mind:

1. People aren’t very well
informed on current issues,
but more often confused by
the goings-on in Washington
and the rest of the world.
When it comes to current
events—outside of big things
like Sputnik—the public does
not know too much and cares
less;

2, The questions which
draw the most comment-—so
much so that people some-
times call us up on the phone
later to tell us their opinion—
are those which deal with
everyday living. Things like
“Should children be spank-
ed” Do men or women
work harder?”, *"Should a
hushand help with house-

work?", or “What do you
do you think of Elvis Press-
ley?"” bring a big response.

3, About haif of the people
are scared to death {o express
an opinion on anything that
could possibly be construed as
controversial. Many of them
were worried that they would
get fired if they egpress the
wrong opinions on the wrong
subjects. They are constantly
looking over their shoulders,
50 to speak,

4. An overwhelming maj
ity of the people will read

talk to a stranger, namely me, -

and accepl me at face value

“for what I say F am, A few

people will refuse to talk, ‘or
ignore me completely. I've
gotten the lowdown on a num-
ber of personal problems, in-
cluding, the guy who was
broke from paying alimony.
to four wives or the women
whose daughter was marry-
ing a no-good cad and what
could I do about it? 1 have
also been bitterlv denounced
for the state of things in (he
world.

5. Public opinion is some-
thing which has to be con-
stantly checked, because some
of the responses to questions

~weren't at all what we ex-

pected. We were guite sur-
prised when the column in-
dicated, 4-1, that the public
didn't object to having a
Jjuvenile hall located here, We
were mildly surprised when
men we interviewed said
women worked harder, while
all the women said men work-
ed harder,

6. The thought of having

Tired of Complaints
Editor, Torrance Herald:

A letter to our dear,
laxpayers, Torrance,

Frankly, I'm getling rather
tired of complaints about
taxes and city employes
shirking their duties,

Nowhere else in Southern
California_will you find as
many loyal and conscientious
employes as we have in our
lovely city.

When | hear complaints
about us workers, I let my
mind wander back to the
When I worked in industry,
and I can recall how very
many of the employes would
keep their eyes open for {he
boss so they could jump to
their feet and act like they
were working when the boss
came around.

You know the type I am
talking about, and from these
kind of people we get com-
plaints, yet. 2

As a rule, the most com-
plaints usually come from.the -
lousiest workers themselves.

As for taxes. We people in
Torrance enjoy the most ef-
ficient government in the en-
tire Southern California, iy )

Our city manager, Mr.
George Stevens, with the co-
operation of our very fine
city council, has kept our city
tax rate to a very low figure.
as compared with other citics
comparable'to us.

Burbank, for instance, has
a tax rate of $1.92 per $100
assessed valuation. Torrance
has a rate of $1.24 per $100
assessed valuation,

One major reason for this
very low tax rate is that Bur-
bank has 1159 employes and
16.9 square miles while Tor-
rance has 450 employes and
22 square miles.

Burbank has five less
square miles to service than
does Torrance, yet has nearly
three times as many employes
as we do. L

Wlien you complainers take
time out to learn when and
where to throw your beer
cans and wine bottles, and
quit cluttering up our streets
and roads, we employes will
sympathize with you; but as
long as we have to bhend our
backs and sometimes get on
our knees {o recover beer
cans and wine bottles from
under some nice shade trees,
we are very unsympathetic.

Shame on you gripers: if
you would put the muscles
In your arms and your head,
to work as hard and as fast ag
you do your jaw muscles, we;
would have a much nicer and
cleaner city in which to live;

Anyway, to all you gripers:
I still wish you and yours A
Very Merry Christmas and a'
Most Happy New Year. v

JONATHON L. DUNMYER

President, Local 1135’

American Federation’

of State, County, and~

Municipal Employes,
Torrance
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their thoughts printed causes
many people to talk in more
high-toned language than
they would ordinarily use. &

7. People generally like {0
see their names in print, als
though there are a few wha
are scared of the idea, often
women whose hushands
apparently rule the roost.

We make pretense that the
column represents a scientific
sample of what people are
thinking. It's just a randony
sampling, of people of bhoth
sexes, but it gives some indi.
cation of what's in the mind.
of the man and woman on th¢
street. ¥

And sometimes people s
the darndest things. We givé
them a penny, but we get é
dollar’s worth of thoughts, *

b
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